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Commission Member Attendees: The Honorable Sherry Alloway, Marisol Barr, The Honorable Susan 
Bray, Charles Campbell, David Elliot, Julia Freeman, Representative John Faircloth, Beth Froehling, TeAndea 
Miller (for Janeen Gingrich), Matthew Hambidge, Monika Johnson Hostler, Jo Liles, Marjorie Menestres, Deputy 
Secretary June Michaux, Reverend Dr. Aleese Moore-Orbih, Alexander Nicely, Reese Pyrtle, Dudley Watts, Jr., 
Marie White and George York, Jr.  
 
Guest Attendees: Jill Dinwiddie (via phone), Bethany Burgon, NC Department of Justice, Alvin Keller, NC 
Department of Public Safety, Chief John Guard, Pitt County Sheriff’s Department, and Helen Lipman 
 
NC Council for Women Staff Attendees:  Kathleen Balogh, Beth Briggs, Charlotte Hanemann, Tara 
Minter, Linda Murphy, Julie Owens, Bernetta Thigpen and Mary Williams-Stover  
  
A. OPENING/WELCOME – Beth Froehling 

Chairperson Karen Parker was unable to attend this meeting due to a conflict. Beth Froehling, stepped in 
to run the meeting.  Beth Froehling welcomed everyone. Commission members introduced themselves, 
with a special welcome to the newly appointed members. Beth thanked members for their commitment to 
the Commission and read aloud the “Powers and Duties of the Commission” and Executive Order No. 34, 
Ethics and Attendance Standards for Gubernatorial Appointees to Boards. If members have any questions 
please contact the Ethics Commission at 919-715-2071 or visit the website at 
http://www.ethicscommission.nc.gov/.  

 
B.     SWEARING IN OF NEW MEMBERS – Judge Sherry Alloway       

Newly appointed members Matthew Hambidge and George York, Jr. were sworn in by The Honorable           
Sherry Alloway.  

 
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Beth Froehling 

Ms. Froehling asked if there were any changes to the September 14, 2012 minutes. Lorrin Freeman 
moved to accept the minutes as written and seconded by Marisol Barr, the motion passed unanimously.   
 

D.    Update on the Domestic Violence Awareness Campaign – Jill Dinwiddie   
Ms. Dinwiddie gave an update on the public awareness campaign via telephone. The campaign had a 
great kick-off event in Iredell County on October 2, 2012. The Mayors and Chiefs of Police in Mooresville, 
Statesville and Troutman, NC signed a proclamation to support the campaign.   On November 2, 2012, 
United Family Services hosted a Domestic Violence Employer Summit to teach local employers about the 
impact of domestic violence and the workplace. November 7, 2012 both Statesville and Mooresville 
Chambers of Commerce discussed their local commitment to the campaign. The campaign budget is 
currently between $715,000 - $740,000.  This includes $625,000 in paid media. Media partners have 
agreed to a one-to-one match for total media including in-kind gifts  for a total of $1,250,000.  Additional 
expenses include creative production between $80,000 - $100,000 and research at $10,000 -$15,000. 
Corporate sponsors include Duke Energy, Wells Fargo, Verizon Wireless, Piedmont Natural Gas, 
Wrayward Marketing and Vision Point Marketing. 

 
E.      Financial Impact of Domestic Violence on Business – Bethany Bargon   

Ms. Burgon, an attorney with the North Carolina Department of Justice presented a report on the 
Financial Impact of Domestic Violence on Business. Over 20,000 U.S. employees are threatened or 
attacked yearly and 7,000 murders occur at the workplace annually. Domestic violence is the number one 
cause of death amongst females at the workplace. She discussed how employees can recognize victims 
and abusers in the workplace and the impact of domestic violence on business through high absenteeism, 
low productivity and increased medical expenses.  

http://www.ethicscommission.nc.gov/
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F. Cameron Village Experience – George York, Jr.  
 Commission member George York, President of York Properties shared with the Commissioners the 

impact of the recent Cameron Village domestic violence homicide. York Properties are the property 
managers for Cameron Village.  Mr. York provided background of the victim who left her abuser and 
relocated last year to North Carolina with her three children. She connected with InterAct, the local 
domestic violence provider in Raleigh and took a job at  Pier One in Cameron Village. Her estranged 
husband confronted her at Pier One and shot her nine times at 9;00 AM on September 9, 2012. One of 
the first responder was a York Properties security officer. The perpetrator fled the scene on foot and 
committed  suicide several blocks away. The local Cameron Village businesses closed for the day, Pier 
One was closed for a week. The financial impact was great for the local businesses however the financial 
impact paled in comparison to the murder. The community outpouring and media attention brought wide 
spread attention to the incidence of domestic violence. InterAct received an increase in DV calls following 
this event. The merchants and customers of Cameron Village raised $25,000 dollars for the children of the 
victim to relocate to their grandparents in Florida and Cameron Village is planning upcoming tribute for the 
victim this spring.  

 
G.     Prison Population Release and Abuser Treatment Programs – Alvin Keller  

Mr. Keller with the North Carolina Department of Public Safety discussed the Justice Reinvestment Act, 
and how all felons are subject to some form of supervision post release.  He expressed concerns about  
domestic violence offender’s ability to receive treatment/counseling after serving time. Mr. Keller 
discussed two abuser treatment systems in place within NCDPS. The STOP program currently used at 
Albemarle Correctional is a four month program that targets perpetrators, victims and witnesses. The 
second program is Domestic Violence Educational Program (DVEP) which is a four week program 
currently offered at Brown Creek and Dan River Correctional Centers. Since 2005, over 2700 inmates 
have participated in these programs. Seventy-eight (78%) of inmates enrolled successfully completed 
these programs.  
 

H.  Domestic Violence Good, Bad and the Ugly – Chief John Guard  
Chief Guard presented a presentation and discussion of “Domestic Violence: The Good, the Bad and the 
Ugly”. Chief Guard stated that the positives include the Domestic Violence Commission and new and 
expanded domestic violence legislation.  He discussed the impact of the Crawford vs. Washington, a US 
Supreme Court decision that “ reformulated the standard for determining when the admission of hearsay 
statements in criminal cases is permitted under the Confrontation Clause of the Sixth Amendment. The 
Court held that cross-examination is required to admit prior testimonial statements of witnesses that have 
since become unavailable.” Since 2008, domestic violence homicides have risen by twenty-two percent 
(22%). Statistic show that 80-90% of victims recant testimony or not appear to court. Mr. Guard presented 
actual recorded phone conversations from jails where perpetrators contacted victims to threaten or coach 
them into not appearing in court. Mr. Guard shared numerous domestic violence stories from the law 
enforcement view point. In North Carolina law enforcement training as not changed since 2000 and there 
is tremendous need for ongoing law enforcement training on the changing domestic violence laws.  

 
I.      NC Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCCADV) – Beth Froehling  
 Ms. Froehling presented a presentation providing statistics on domestic violence and sexual assaults 

nationally and statewide. The domestic violence related homicides last  year in North Carolina was 77. 
Ms. Froehling provided a breakdown of 2011 domestic violence related homicides regarding perpetrators 
(male vs. female), victims (male vs. female), children and weapons most often used. The Violence Policy 
Center reported in 2009, North Carolina ranked 23rd in homicides committed by men against women.  Ms. 
Froehling discussed the NCCADV and statewide, programs and services, victims served, public 
awareness, partnerships, and legislative accomplishments.   
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J.  Lunch Discussion: Strategic Direction for the DVC Future –  

Recommendations for 2013: 
          Commissioners had a lengthy discussion about domestic violence, upcoming legislation and the 2013 

strategic focus areas. Ms. Briggs encouraged all members to write their legislator thanking them for their 
support for local programs. The discussion turned to a group focus for bringing the issues to the 
forefront. Topics discussed included enforcement training, victim behaviors and concerns and engaging 
legislators. At the next Commission meeting, members will focus on strategic planning. Ms. Briggs 
discussed the Commission’s committees and asked members to consider where they would like to 
become more actively involved. Current committees include Victim Services, Workplace Violence, 
Legislative, Batterer Intervention, Law Enforcement and Professional Education.  

 
K. Status Reports from Committees 
 
 Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team (DVRFT)– Helen Lipman  

Helen Lipman, Management Coordinator with the Community Support Service of Mecklenburg County 
shared the review team’s mission. Ms. Lipman gave a recap of Session Law 2009-52 an act 
establishing a domestic violence fatality prevention and protection review team (ratified 6/1/2009). 
Mecklenburg County has the only team in North Carolina, their goal is to identify and review DV related 
deaths and increase communications among the various agencies involved in the DV cases to increase 
safety for victims and accountability for perpetrators of domestic violence. Ms. Lipman discussed the 
report “Don’t Mind Your Own Business.”  In every case reviewed, family, friends, neighbors and co-
workers were aware of the violence in the home. Accomplishments of the review team include increased 
DV training for law enforcement officers; a lethality assessment project implemented in November 2012; 
Public Awareness Campaigns; procedures to obtain military records (when applicable) to help 
strengthen DV cases; privacy issues  for those seeking 50B orders and a second court room opened on 
days when the DV docket is heavy. Ms. Lipman discussed how the Domestic Violence Commission can 
support the work of DVFRT by sharing their report across the state, support legislative re-authorization 
and expansion to other counties, and to support any state-wide recommendations. To read the full 
report visit http://tiny.cc/tubjkw.  

 
 Victim Services: (vacant chair)  

This Committee has not meet since the last DVC meeting and there is nothing to report at this time.  
 

 Abuser Treatment: Jo Liles  
This committee met and in September certified two new programs - Madison/Yancey and Forsyth 
Counties. The committee established a procedure for programs that reapply for certification after losing 
certification. For more information on the new procedure contact Kathleen Balogh, Regional Director for 
Council for Women. The best practices handbook is in the final editing process and ready for distribution 
in January 2013. An upcoming training event sponsored by NC-PAT will be held in Winston-Salem on 
January 18, 2013.     
 

 Law Enforcement & Pro Arrest: (vacant chair)  
The Committee has not met since the last DVC meeting and there is nothing to report at this time.  
 

 Work Place Violence: David Elliott   
This Committee has not meet since the last DVC meeting and there is nothing to report at this time.  

 
 Legislative Report: Sharon Barrett  

This Committee has not meet since the last DVC meeting and there is nothing to report at this time.  

http://tiny.cc/tubjkw
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L. New/Old Business  
 Our focus for upcoming commission meetings will be legislation and law enforcement training.  
 
 
CLOSING REMARKS/ MEETING ADJOURNED  
Beth Briggs encouraged members to email any ideas, topics or recommendations to her and thanked everyone 
for their attendance and support. The meeting adjourned at 2:05pm.  The next meeting will be February 8, 2013 
in this same location.  
 
Submitted by Charlotte Hanemann, NC Council for Women.   


